Margot Asquith Revelations

Friend of Poets
and Statesmen

MARGOT ASQUITH: AN AUTORIOG-
RAPHY. Two volumes. George H.
Doran Company.

Heralded in advance on both sides of
the Atlantlc as a coming sensation,
Mrs. Asquith’s autobiogranhy has ful-
filled all the prophecles. London news-
papers have devoted columns to the
book, some calling it the adventures
of “Malice in Blunderiand,” others
keenly championing the lady's frank-
ness., Margot Asquith promised to
write “without fear or favor exactly
what T think and with a striet regard
for the unmeodelled truth.” Curious it
is, perhaps, that the book should ex-
press so much of the vivid personality
of the writer that it is evoking the
same sort of bitter partisanship that
Margot Asquith has evoked herself
during her whole unusual lifetime.

Even on this side of the water cas-
ual comments are diametrically op-
posed. A man who has lived in Lon-
don for the last five years thus ex-
presses the harsh view: “The book |2
unpleasant. Margot Asquith has been
quite spolled always by the people
about her, Now she fs trying to en-
large her circle of admirers to the
whole world.” But a reader who had
looked for the actual merits in the
book and found them declared: “Mrs.
Asquith was maligned when people
called her ‘the woman with the ser-
pent's tongue.’ She is not bitter; she
is keenly alive—a vital woman who
has been too much engrossed in her
own consclousness to bother about the
effect of her words upon others.”

Here |8 reality—the actual stuff and
substance from which situations and
events are fashioned. Warp and woof,
she has shown us the underside of the
tapestry of English social and politi-
enl life during the last decade. One
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soclety as she had known it, Mrs,
Asquith writes: "“The secret of her
power lay not only in her position—
many people are rich, grand, gay and
clever and live In big houses—but in
her elasticity, her careful ecriticlsm,
her sense of justice and discretion.
She not only kept her own but other
people’s secrets and she a to a
considerable effrontery and  intrepld
courage real kindness of heart.”

Gladstone's lighter side is revealed
In & poem and letters quoted by Mrs.
Asquith. Bhe also deseribds a visit
from the Grand Old Man and his wife.
“Aunt Pussy—as we called Mrs. Glad-
stone—with a great deal of winking
led papa away, and sald to mamma:
‘Willlam and Margot are Eoing to have
a little talk!'"

This occurred ten days before the
last great speech on home rule. He
sald to Mrs. Asquith, after discussing
the Irish question: “Tories have no
hope, no faith. Disraell was a great
Tory. It grieves me to see people be-
Heving in Randolph Churchill as his
successor, for he has none of the
genius, patlence or insight which
‘Rizzy' had in no small degree.”

Later Mr, Gladstone told her that he
was giving a dinner to the Liberal
party that night, and added: “If
Hartington is in a good humor I in-
tend to say to him, ‘Don't move a vote
of want of+confidence In me after din-
ner or you will very likely carry it'"

The very chapter headings in the
book suggest the variety and fascina-
tion of its contents: *“The Beautiful
Kate Vaughn"; “Coached by Coquelin
in Molidre": “Rosebery's Popularity
and Eloquence”; *“Campbell-Banner-
man, Bon-Vivant and Boulevardier';
“Balfour’s Mot; His Charm and Wit;
His Tastes and Preferences; His Re-
liglous Speculation.”

Of Arthur Balfour, a friend from
earliest youth, she writes: *“Balfour
was blessed or cursed at his birth, ae-
cording to ind!vidual opinion, by two
assets—charm and wits. The first he

may find some of the revelations in
execrable taste, but it must be ad-
mitted that In breaking all the rules
Mrs. Asquith has made the game
about six times more entertalning and
startling than usual. Having disre-
gurded from earliest youth the ques-
tion “What will people say?" she has
made this amazingly frank book the
climax of her amazing career.

Born at Glen, in Scotland, the
daughter of Sir Charles Tennant, she
spent a  “glorious youth” running
rather wild on Scottish moors, where
she lald the foundations for her sub-
sequent performances on the hunting
field. Smoking with a tramp and
fighting in a public house in London
while working the slums were char-
acteristic exploits of her youth. On
the other side of the pleture she was
startling the world of soclety by at-
tracting royal attention from - the
Prince of Wales by appeating at a
dinner in a muslin dress.

Having been presented to the Prince
of Wales Iin the paddock at Ascot by
Lady Dalhousie and having won a
gold cigarette case on the races from
him, she writes: “Before 1 knew the
Prince and Princess of Wales I did not
go to fashionable balls, but after that
Ascot 1 was asked everywhere.”

Of seelng Lady Randolph Churchill
for the first time she writes: “She
had a forehead lilke a panther's end
zreat wild eyes that looked through
you, She was so arvesting that T fol-
lowed her about till I found sorme one
who could tell me who she was. Had
Lady Randolph been lilke her face she
could have governed the world.”

Having known seven Prime Minis-
ters more or less Intimately, she
writes strikingly personal things about
them. As to Gladstone's questioned
sense of humor she quptes a stpry of
her husband’s. One day in the House
he and Gladstone were discussing the
comparative ugliness of the members.
Mnally Gladstone safd: "Apply a very
aimple test. Imagine X and Y magni-
fied on a colossal scale. X's uglineas
would then begin to look dignified and
even impressive, while the more you
enlarged Y the meaner hg would be-
come,"

She makes a strong clalm for the
good influence of a famous circle:
“Mr. Balfour once told me that before
our particular group of friends—gen-
erally known a= the Souls—appeared
in London prominent politiclans of op-
posite partles seldom if ever met one
another, The same question of home
rile that threw London back to the
old parochialisms in -1814 was at its
helght In 188G and 1887, but at our
house in Grosvenor Square, and later
In those of the Souls, every one met—
Randolph Churchill, Gladstone, As-
quith, Hartington, Harcourt, and, T
might add, jockeys, actors, the Prince
of Wales and every Ambassador in
London. We never cut anybhody—not
aven our friends—or thought It amus-
ing or distingulshed to make people
feel uncomfortable, and our decision
not to sacrifice private friendship to
publie polities was envied in every cap-
ital in Burope. It made London the
contre of the most interesting society
in the world and gave men of differ-
ent tempers and opposite bellefs an
oppartunity of discussing them with-
out hent and without reporters. There
& ho Individual or gEroup among us
powerful enough to succeed In having
n salon of this kind to-day.”

Of the late Duchess of Devonshire.

the last great politieal lady In Londond

d to a greater degree than
any man, except John Morley, that I
have ever met. His social distinction,
exquisite attention, intellectual tact,
cool grace and a lovely bend of the
head made him not only a flattering
Hstener but an irresistible companion.
The disadvantage of charm-—which
makes me say cursed or blessed—Iis
that it Inspires every one to combine
and smooth the way for you through-
out life. His wits, with which 1 say
that he was also cursed or blessed,
quite apart from his brains, gave him
confidence in his Improvisings and the
power to sustaln any opinion on any
subject whether he held the opinlon or
not, with equal brilliance, plausibility
and success, according to his desire
to dispose of you or the subject. He
either finessed with the ethical basls
of his intellect or had none. This made
him unintelligible to the average man,
unforgivable to the fanatic and a god
to the blunderer. With his perfect
literary style and keen interest in phi-
losophy and religion nothing but a
great love of politics could account for
his not having given up more of his
time to writing."

One night at a ball Ballour was
taxed with being about to marry Mar-
got Tennant, and replied: “No, that
is not so. I ruther think of having a
career of my own.”

Even this frankest of autoblog-
raphers omits her husband and Lioyd
George with the terse: “Of the two
other Prime Ministers 1 cannot write,
though no one knows them better than
1 do. No one will deny that all of us
should be allouud some ‘private prop-
erty in thought.'

John Addington Symonds and the
famous master of Balliol, Dr, Benja-
min Jowett, were among the author’as
unusual friends, Of conversationalists
she writas: “I shall always think
Lord Morley the best talker 1 ever
beard, anl after him I would say 8Sy-
monds, Birrell and Bergson. George
Meredith was too much of a prima
donne and was very deaf and unin-
terruptable when I knew him, but he
was amuzingly good even then. Alfred
Austin was u friend of his, and had
just been made Poet Laureate by Lord
“Balishury when gy beloved friend, Ad-
miral Maxse, took me down to the

country to see Meredith for the ﬂ.r!tl |

time. Feeling more than usually
stupld, 1 sald to him:

" Well, Mr. Meredith, T wonder what
you friend Alfred Austin thinks of his
appointment 7 |

“Shaking his beautiful head, he, re-
plied: ‘It t8 very hard to say whﬁt a
bantam is *hinking when it Is erow-
lﬂ[' "

Bohemian soclety she found ‘duller
than any Finglish watering place.” She |
writes: “Every one has a different
conception of hell, and few of us con-
nect it with flames; but stage suppers
are my idea of hell, and, with the ax-
ception of Irving and Coquelin, Ellen
Terry and Sarah Bernhardt, T have
never met the hero or heroine off the
stago that was not ultimately dull”

Of a well dressed friend’s clothes she
writes: I do not know who could
have worn his clothes when they were
new, but certainly he never did."”

One Is tempted to go on Indefinitely
quoting Mrs,
the people and events of the tremen- |
dously interesting world in which she |
Hived and from which she has taken
every bit of beauty possible for her to
take, and to which she has glven as
much as lay In her power, |
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Civil War Letters
From Oversea

OF ADAMS LETTERS, 1861.
. Edited by Worthington Chaun-
cey Ford, In two volumes. Houghton
Mifflin Company,

Reviewed by
STANTON A. COBLENTZ.

Letter writing is In a sense the most
genuine of the arts, because the most
unconscious and spontaneous.
letters of the Adams family have a
twofold claim to recognition. They
constitute a noteworthy historical doc-
ument, and in their narrower aspects
thoy contain a record of three person-

alities—Charles Francls Adams, Amer-
lean Minls}er to England during the
civil war, and his two sons, Henry
Adams and Charles Francls Adams, Jr.
In the present edition are included only
thpse letters written during the tem-
pestuous yvears from 1861 to 1565, when
the senlor Adams was exerting his
diplomatic skill to the utmost at the
hostile court at London, while his son
Henry was serving as his private seec-
retary and Charles Francis Adams, Jr.,
was seelng action as an officer in the
Federa] forces.

Written as they are from either side
of the Atlantle, the Adams letters
ateep one In the wartime atmosphere
both of England and of
better, perhaps, than any deliberate
wofk of history, they succeed in mak-
ing real again the prevalllng emotions
of the day. We can not only trace
but feel the rising tide of Northern ap-
prehension following the outbreak of
the war; we can share In the bewllder-
ment and alarm of the Northerners at
their early reverses; we can exult with
them at Vicksburg and Gettysburg, re-
Jjoice and triumph in the Emancipation
Proclamation: sizh with gladness and
relief at the close of the confliet. How
desperate was the Federal eause ut the
opening of the wiar may be seen from
a statement by Charles Francis Adams,
Jr., who in the middle of 1861 writes
regarding the Confederate States:
“Their ultimate Independence s, |
think, assured.” How hoatile to us was
the feeling abroad, and in England in
particular, may be divined from the
words of Charles Francls Adams, Sr,
who, following the fall of Vicksburg,
writes from London: “The salons of
this great metropolis are In tears;
tears of anger mixed with grief. They,
moreover, refuse to be comforted.
They madly struggle with the event,
denying that it was possible. Fate can-
not be so cruel!"”

The emotions of the Adams family
are the more readlly comprehensible
because they correspond so closely
with our own emotions during a more
recent war, There s the same im-
patience, the same passive resignation
and impotent anger, the same grinding
suspense, dread and anxlety and the
same final exultation, And the de-
scriptions of the conflict by Churles
Francis Adams, Jr., read like letters
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These

_from Americans enlisted in the contest

with Germany. Trenches, polson gas
and other such modern contrivances

Ameriea, and

are, of course, absent—but the general
spirit is the same: _ Moreover, the
writer labors under some misconcep-
tions which ase a trifle amusing from
a present day point of view, and which
may correspond with some of our own
misconceptions, Regarding Lincoln,
for example, the younger Charles
| Francis Adams declares: “The Presi=
dent is not egual to the crisis,
I am tired of incompetents, and I want
to #ee Lincoln forced to adopt a manly
line of nﬂlluv which all men may com-
preh The le here call for en-
ergy, not chm.'e. and i Lincoln were
| only a wise man he would unite them
in spite of party cries, and with an eye
solely to the publie good.”

8o mueh for the purely historical
aspects of the Adams letters. Charles
Francis Adams, Sr., stands clearly be-
fore us as an astute, keenminded diplo-
mat, gifted with considerable insight
and humor; Henry Adams as a sober,
reflective youth whom we might well
suspect of designing a famous auto-
blography; Charles Francls Adams,
Jr., as A man nf action, declslve In the
act of thinking. He constantly arrives
t judgments which history more often
than not dfsproves. A remarkable
famlly, the Adams, remarkable in whut
they lack as well as In their gifts
Leading citizens in a democratic state,
they themselves belong to the aris-
toeracy; they realize that they belong
to the aristocracy, deplore the fact,
perhaps, and yet take pride in it; they
are not as others, and do not want o
be as others; they prefer to repose on
a pedestal of their own making. That
this. is so is amply demonstrated by
various remarks in thelr letters. For
example, Charles Francis Adams, Jr.,
writes to his mother with a levity be-
neath which his serious beliefs are ap-
parent: “In our mess each man tikes
his turn In washing up the dishes. . . .
So once In ten days or so visltors see
the best blood In America, In the per-
son of your son, washing dlshes, sweep-
ing floors, wheeling coal, &c., like a
famlly sgrvant.”

This is perhaps not unpardonable;
It i1s what thousands think but do not
say: It is the snobbery of which the

lgnorant. And when all fs said It is
wholly overshadowed in the Adams
family by more generous qualities in
which it is lost almost as spots are
lost in the sun, observed upon close
inspection but from a distance
visible in the blaze of surrounding
HUght.
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The Mystic View
of Henry Adams

LETTERS TO A NIECE. By Henry
Adams. Houghton MiMin Company.

One of the ablest crities of “The
Education of Henry Adams" ex.

in the Atlantic what many
readers had felt about that pyro-
technical display—that In spite of all

the brilliance, Adams lacked the sim-
plicity, the childllke approach toward |
the riddle of the universe that a great |
love or a great faith might have given |
him. The reviewer malntained that
Mr. Adams, having revealed such pro- |
found doubts, owed a sort of summing
up of final bellefs, If he had any,|
for the benefit of the world to which
the “Education” was to go as a last
word of a philosophy of life.

And now comes a thin velume, in-
cluding “"A Niece's Memories," in
which the human side of that re-

markable mind and man is given to
the world. Ewven in the letters, charm-
ing, friendly, written to beloved kins-
woman, filled with appreciation of the
simplest things in life, as well as the|
most profound—children, dogs, bits of |
country—Henry Adams retained hia
restraint and almost superhuman reti-
cence that can only be described as
the very essence of the Boston aristo-
eratic tradition. He left it for Mabel
La Forge in her Introduction to lift

Shy, “sensitive to the polnt of pain"
oceaslonally subject to a “panle of re-
serve” filled with humility and self-
abasement, an admiring and awe in-
spired playmate of the tinfest child
who walked into ‘his study,” Henry
Adams I8 shown us a8 & man with a
“genius for buying chlldren's toys |
who would spend “hours at the Nain
Bleu or the Magasing du Louvre
choosing a combination of toys with
the care and feeling for the child's
viewpaint as if he were arranging a
choice bunch of flowers.”

| slon, svho are er

' no phrases!

| taith."

Henry Adams’ Reticence

I
Surely this is not the amthor of the

almost brittle brilliancies of the pages
of the “Education"—thls man with n

passionate absorption in the miracle
of the transmission of life that eventu-
ally led him to6 find his answer to the
eternal mysteries In the eternal verity
of the “Virgin of Chartres” Tre-
mendously saddened by a great per-
sonal sorrow that led him through the
gateway Into the great impersonal
brotherhood of the suffering, Henry
Adams learned to say, “People who
suffer heyond the formulas of*expres-
hed Into sil and

THE SONS
0’CORMAC

and Tales of Other Men's Sons
Full of genuine Celtic magic are these
stories of hygone kings' sons: of the
quests they rode; of the tests they
tried and why they failed or won. A
book which will fire and refine any
lad's imagipation.
#2.50 at Any Bookseller,

E. P. DUTTON & CO,, 681 5th Ave, N. Y.

heyond paln, want no display of emo-
tion, no bleeding heart. no weeping
at the foot of the Cross, no hysterics,
They want to see God
and to know He 18 watching over His
own."

What Willlam James in his
tles of Religlous Experlence”
“twice-born soul” was Henry Adams.
We need to reallse that the second
birth did occur after mighty travall.
After seeking In the winding labv-
rinths of the anclent East for Nirvana
Peace, the consolations afforded by
Kwannon {out of which came the in-
spiration later passed on to Salnt
Gaudens and utilized in the unfor-
gettahle statue In Rock Creek Ceme-
tery In Washington) the wandering
spirit found peace n the
Medimevallsm that hod ministered to
thousands of weary =ouls before lay-
Ing cool hands upon him.

Henry Adams, in a “Prayer to the
Virgin of Chartres,” found among his
papers after his death, comes as near
a testimonial of falth ax one needs to
go. Having ceased to strive, “ceased
even to care what new coin fale shall
strike.”" he is left at the feet of the
Virgin, repudiating the future science
and staking his all on the “energy of
That Henry Adams felt keenly
the world's fallure to perceive any
light is admitted, but of his own com-
plete realization of the “true lght"
after reading this praver there is no
douhbt.
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LONGMANS’ NEW BOOKS,

BRITISH MAMMALS j

In Two Volumes, 4lo (12

Written and Illustrated by ARCHIBALD THORBURN, F.Z.S.
With 50 Plates in Color and many Skeitches in Black-and-White
Volume . published, and Volume I1. will be ready in the Spring of 1921.

x 10 in.), with gilt

| will be taken for the complete work only, but each volume can be paid for as delivered.
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With 16 Coloured Plates by Abanindro Nath Tagore, Mrs. Sultan Ahmed, Miss Hadenfeldt,
The Late Colonel Strahan, and 24 Hlustrations from Photographs ‘
|

i

By V. C. SCOTT O’'CONNOR

|
THE CHARM OF KASHMIR ‘
|

Author of “The Silken East"
Priee $27.50 net

In this book an attempt is made to capture the charm of one of the acknowledged beauty-
spots of the world; but charm is essentially an elusive quality, not easily trapped in a net of
Pictures have therefore been added.
They are interpretations in colour of the Soul of Kashmir, and they depict something
more than the external beauty that is acknowledged by the eyes of every traveler in that ex- ‘

|

THE BOOK OF GOOD HUNTING

Hunting: Deer Hn.mhrq Fox Hunting, and Fishing

MISCELLANEOUS
STRAY-AWAYS

0, E. SOMERVILLE and MARTIN ROSS
Aut}m d' ‘The Real Clllrlolte “Some Experiences of an Irish

" ete

‘Irish_Memories
lummbyE SOMERVILLE. 8co. 5500 net

Late British Ambassador to the United States of Amenca, 191418
ned a Photogravure Portrait, Croun fco. 5500 nef

A CONSTITUTION FOR THE SOCIALIST
COMMONWEALTH OF GREAT BRITAIN

“The most remarkable book of the yrar or of many

Ry JAMES WILFORD CARNER
Prdenur of Polmnl Seience in the University of [llinois

ensive treatise on internaticnal law as Ihl!fflﬂnrl
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THE FAIRY POETRY BOOK

|
Fully Ilusteated in Colours and in Black-and-White by WARWICK GOBLE. l
Compiled by MRS. OWEN |

|

|

{to Volume. Price $7.00 nel

This anthology is designed primarily for children, but also for all lovers of poetry and

three parts:—
l.— Fairy Stories

Part Il.— Fairy Songs, Dances and Talk
Part HI.— Fairyland and Fairy Lore

This volume supplements and completes the Series of Fairy Books edited by Andrew Lang.
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